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GAUSS BICENTENNIAL IN GijTTINGEN 
A scientific astronomical congress was held at the Uni- 
versity of Gijttingen from 1 to 4 March to mark the 200th Birthday 
of C. F. Gauss. The congress was opened by a lecture "Gauss and 
his times" by Frau Dr. Karin Reich (Munich). Professor E. G. 
Forbes (Edinburgh) gave a lecture on the astronomical work of 
Gauss, while Professor W. Hartner (Frankfurt) lectured on the 
role of observation in Antiquity and the Middle Ages. During a 
session on the history of astronomy, short papers were read by 
W. Petry (Munich), K. Ferrari d'occhieppo (Vienna), W. Strohmeier 
(Bamberg), P. Brosche (Bonn), F. Schmeidler (Munich) and H. 
Zimmer (Berlin). Professor H. H. Voigt, director of the 
Gottingen Observatory, had prepared in the observatory an exhi- 
bition of valuable books and documents in possession of the 
Gbttingen University Library. 
The Akademie der Wissenschaften in Gijttingen, jointly with 
the Georg-August-Universitat, held a public session on Friday, 
10 June 1977, with two foreign speakers. Professor AndrG Weil 
(Princeton) lectured on how Gauss obtained the composition theo- 
rem for quadratic forms, and Professor B. L. van der Waerden 
(Zurich) spoke on the method of least squares. 
(See also HM 4, 155 for a note on the meeting 16 January.) 
CANADIAN ROYAL SOCIETY GAUSS CELEBRATION 
The Gauss Bicentennial Symposium was held on 3-4 June at 
the Ontario Science Center in Toronto with a program as described 
in HM 3, 448. The audience totalled about 500. On the morning 
of 3 June a bronze tablet was unveiled on the site of the mag- 
netic observatory established through the good offices of 
Alexander van Humboldt on what is now the University of Toronto 
campus to make observations needed by the Gauss-Weber Magnetische 
Verein. 
GAUSS BICENTENNIAL EVENTS IN NEW YORK 
The History of Mathematical Sciences Seminar at the Courant 
Institute of Mathematical Sciences, New York University, held 
two special meetings to celebrate the bicentennial: On 13 April, 
W. Kaufmann-Buhler of Springer-Verlag spoke on "Some traditional 
misunderstandings about Carl Friedrich Gauss." On 27 April, 
Morris Kline of the Courant Institute spoke on "Does mathematics 
exist?" 
On 15 April there was a bicentennial symposium at the 
American Mathematical Society meeting in New York City. 
